
North Carolina State Bar Board of Legal Specialization 
2025 Appellate Practice Exam: Open-Book Materials 

The following materials are available for use on the multiple-choice, short-essay, and 
take-home examination modules. Listed under the title of each publication are the rules and 
statutes the Appellate Practice Specialization Committee recommends that examinees study 
and/or be familiar with before the examination. 

*Note that the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure and the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 
appear twice in the open-book materials that you should have on hand. 

I. North Carolina Rules of Court Volume I – State (Thomson Reuters 2025) and any 
supplement/pocket part 
A. North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure 
B. North Carolina Business Court Rules 
C. North Carolina Rules of Appellate Procedure 
D. The Revised Rules of Professional Conduct of the North Carolina State Bar 

II. North Carolina Rules of Court Volume II – Federal (Thomson Reuters 2025) and 
any supplement/pocket part 
A. Federal Rules of Civil Procedure* 
B. Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure* 
C. United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit-Local Rules and Internal 

Operating Procedures 

III. Federal Civil Judicial Procedure and Rules (2025 Revised Edition) (Thomson 
Reuters) 
A. Federal Rules of Civil Procedure* 
B. The Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure* 
C. Rules of the Supreme Court of the United States 
D. Title 28, U.S. Code, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. Examinees should 

focus on 28 U.S.C. §§ 1-49 & 1251-1296 
IV. Supplemental Open Book Reference Materials. (For study purposes, a PDF of the 

material is available on the State Bar’s Specialization Website), including: 
 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-15 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-51 to 1-52 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-270 to 1-271 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-277 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-279.1 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-569.28 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-5 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-16 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-25 to 7A-27 
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-30 to 7A-31 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-1001 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1441 to § 15A-1443 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1446 to § 15A-1449 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 50-19.1 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 84-4.1 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 97-86 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-293 to § 143-294 
Protocol 
Electronic Devices 
Calendars 
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§ 1-15. Statute runs from accrual of action. 
(a) Civil actions can only be commenced within the periods prescribed in this 

Chapter, after the cause of action has accrued, except where in special cases a different 
limitation is prescribed by statute. 

(b) Repealed by Session Laws 1979, c. 654, s. 3. 
(c) Except where otherwise provided by statute, a cause of action for 

malpractice arising out of the performance of or failure to perform professional services 
shall be deemed to accrue at the time of the occurrence of the last act of the defendant 
giving rise to the cause of action: Provided that whenever there is bodily injury to 
the person, economic or monetary loss, or a defect in or damage to property which 
originates under circumstances making the injury, loss, defect or damage not readily 
apparent to the claimant at the time of its origin, and the injury, loss, defect or damage 
is discovered or should reasonably be discovered by the claimant two or more years 
after the occurrence of the last act of the defendant giving rise to the cause of action, 
suit must be commenced within one year from the date discovery is made: Provided 
nothing herein shall be construed to reduce the statute of limitation in any such case 
below three years. Provided further, that in no event shall an action be commenced more 
than four years from the last act of the defendant giving rise to the cause of action: 
Provided further, that where damages are sought by reason of a foreign object, which 
has no therapeutic or diagnostic purpose or effect, having been left in the body, a person 
seeking damages for malpractice may commence an action therefor within one year 
after discovery thereof as hereinabove provided, but in no event may the action be 
commenced more than 10 years from the last act of the defendant giving rise to the 
cause of action. (C.C.P., s. 17; Code, s. 138; Rev., s. 360; C.S., s. 405; 1967, c. 954, s. 
3; 1971, c. 1157, s. 1; 1975, 2nd Sess., c. 977, ss. 1, 2; 1979, c. 654, s. 3.) 



§ 1-51. Five years. 
Within five years - 

(1)  No suit, action or proceeding shall be brought or maintained against 
a railroad company owning or operating a railroad for damages or 
compensation for right-of-way or use and occupancy of any lands by 
the company for use of its railroad unless the action or proceeding is 
commenced within five years after the lands have been entered upon 
for the purpose of constructing the road, or within two years after it is 
in operation. 

(2)  No suit, action or proceeding shall be brought or maintained against 
a railroad company for damages caused by the construction of the road, 
or the repairs thereto, unless such suit, action or proceeding is 
commenced within five years after the cause of action accrues, and the 
jury shall assess the entire amount of damages which the party 
aggrieved is entitled to recover by reason of the trespass on his 
property. 

(3)  No suit, action, or proceeding shall be brought or maintained against 
a terrorist for damages under G.S. 1-539.2D unless such suit, action, 
or proceeding is commenced within five years from the date of the 
injury. 

(4)  Notwithstanding G.S. 1-52(9) or any other provision of law, no suit, 
action, or proceeding shall be brought or maintained against a real 
estate appraiser, general real estate appraiser, or appraiser trainee who 
is licensed, certified, or registered pursuant to Chapter 93E of the 
General Statutes, unless the suit, action, or proceeding is commenced 
within (i) five years of the date the appraisal was performed or (ii) until 
the applicable time period for retention of the work file for the 
appraisal giving rise to the action as established by the Recordkeeping 
Rule of the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice has 
expired, whichever is greater. 

(5)  Against the owner of an interest in real property by a unit of local 
government for a violation of a land-use statute, ordinance, or permit 
or any other official action concerning land use carrying the effect of 
law. This subdivision does not limit the remedy of injunction for 
conditions that are actually injurious or dangerous to the public health 
or safety. The claim for relief accrues upon the occurrence of the earlier 
of any of the following: 
a.  The facts constituting the violation are known to the governing 

body, an agent, or an employee of the unit of local government. 
b.  The violation can be determined from the public record of the 

unit of local government. (1893, c. 152; 1895, c. 224; 1897, c. 



339; Rev., s. 394; C.S., s. 440; 2015-200, s. 1; 2015-215, s. 1.5; 
2017-10, s. 2.15(a).) 

 
§ 1-52. Three years. 

Within three years an action - 
(1)  Upon a contract, obligation or liability arising out of a contract, 

express or implied, except those mentioned in the preceding sections 
or in G.S. 1-53(1). 

(1a)   Upon the official bond of a public officer. 
(2)  Upon a liability created by statute, either state or federal, unless some 

other time is mentioned in the statute creating it. 
(3)  For trespass upon real property. When the trespass is a continuing 

one, the action shall be commenced within three years from the 
original trespass, and not thereafter. 

(4)  For taking, detaining, converting or injuring any goods or chattels, 
including action for their specific recovery. 

(5)  For criminal conversation, or for any other injury to the person or 
rights of another, not arising on contract and not hereafter enumerated, 
except as provided by G.S. 1-17(d) and (e). 

(6)  Against the sureties of any executor, administrator, collector or 
guardian on the official bond of their principal; within three years after 
the breach thereof complained of. 

(7)  Against bail; within three years after judgment against the principal; 
but bail may discharge himself by a surrender of the principal, at any 
time before final judgment against the bail. 

(8)  For fees due to a clerk, sheriff or other officer, by the judgment of a 
court; within three years from the entry of the judgment, or the issuing 
of the last execution thereon. 

(9)  For relief on the ground of fraud or mistake; the cause of action shall 
not be deemed to have accrued until the discovery by the aggrieved 
party of the facts constituting the fraud or mistake. 

(10) Repealed by Session Laws 1977, c. 886, s. 1. 
(11)  For the recovery of any amount under and by virtue of the provisions 

of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 and amendments thereto, said 
act being an act of Congress. 

(12)  Upon a claim for loss covered by an insurance policy that is subject 
to the three-year limitation contained in G.S. 58-44-16. 

(13) Against a public officer, for a trespass, under color of his office. 
(14)  An action under Chapter 75B of the General Statutes, the action in 

regard to a continuing violation accrues at the time of the latest 
violation. 



(15)  For the recovery of taxes paid as provided in G.S. 105-381 or for the 
recovery of an unlawful fee, charge, or exaction collected by a county, 
municipality, or other unit of local government for water or sewer 
service or water and sewer service. 

(16)  Unless otherwise provided by law, for personal injury or physical 
damage to claimant's property, the cause of action, except in causes of 
actions referred to in G.S. 1-15(c), shall not accrue until bodily harm 
to the claimant or physical damage to his property becomes apparent 
or ought reasonably to have become apparent to the claimant, 
whichever event first occurs. Except as provided in G.S. 130A-26.3 or 
G.S. 1-17(d) and (e), no cause of action shall accrue more than 10 years 
from the last act or omission of the defendant giving rise to the cause 
of action. 

(17)  Against a public utility, electric or telephone membership 
corporation, or a municipality for damages or for compensation for 
right-of-way or use of any lands for a utility service line or lines to 
serve one or more customers or members unless an inverse 
condemnation action or proceeding is commenced within three years 
after the utility service line has been constructed or by October 1, 1984, 
whichever is later. 

(18)  Against any professional land surveyor as defined in G.S. 89C-3(9) 
or any person acting under the surveyor's supervision and control for 
physical damage or economic or monetary loss due to negligence or a 
deficiency in the performance of surveying or platting. A cause of 
action for physical damage under this subdivision shall be deemed to 
accrue at the time of the occurrence of the physical damage giving rise 
to the cause of action. All actions under this subdivision shall 
commence within seven years from the specific last act or omission of 
the professional land surveyor or any person acting under the 
surveyor's supervision and control giving rise to the cause of action. 
For purposes of this subdivision, "surveying and platting" means 
boundary surveys, topographical surveys, surveys of property lines, 
and any other measurement or surveying of real property and the 
consequent graphic representation thereof. 

(19) For assault, battery, or false imprisonment, except as provided by 
G.S. 1-17(d) and (e). Notwithstanding this subdivision, a plaintiff may 
file a civil action within two years of the date of a criminal conviction 
for a related felony sexual offense against a defendant for claims 
related to sexual abuse suffered while the plaintiff was under 18 years 
of age. 



(20)  Upon a liability for a civil penalty, civil assessment, or civil fine 
imposed pursuant to Chapter 20 of the General Statutes. (C.C.P., s. 34; 
Code, s. 155; 1889, cc. 218, 269; 1895, c. 165; 1899, c. 15, s. 71; 
1901, c. 558, s. 23; Rev., s. 395; 1913, c. 147, s. 4; C.S., s. 441; 1945, 
c. 785; 1971, c. 939, s. 1; 1975, c. 252, ss. 2, 4; 1977, c. 886, s. 1; c. 
916, s. 2; c. 946, s. 4; 1979, c. 654, s. 3; 1981, c. 702; c. 777, s. 4; 1991, 
c. 268, s. 1; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 742, s. 1(b); 1997-297, s. 2; 
2001-175, s. 2; 2004-203, s. 15(b); 2007-491, s. 3; 2009-171, s. 5; 
2010-129, s. 6; 2014-17, s. 2; 2014-44, s. 1(c); 2017-138, s. 10(a); 
2019-164, s. 2; 2019-245, s. 4.2(a).) 



§ 1-270. Appeal to appellate division; security on appeal; stay. 
Cases shall be taken to the appellate division by appeal, as provided by law. All 

provisions in this Article as to the security to be given upon appeals and as to the stay 
of proceedings apply to appeals taken to the appellate division. (C.C.P., s. 312; Code, 
ss. 561, 946; Rev., ss. 595, 1540; C.S., s. 631; 1969, c. 444, s. 3.) 

 
§ 1-271. Who may appeal. 

Any party aggrieved may appeal or cross-appeal in the cases prescribed in this 
Chapter. The term "party aggrieved" includes a party challenging the grant or denial 
of a motion under the Rules of Civil Procedure. (C.C.P., s. 298; Code, s. 547; Rev., s. 
585; C.S., s. 632; 1969, c. 895, s. 15; 2023-54, s. 2.) 



§ 1-277. Appeal from superior or district court judge. 
(a) An appeal may be taken from every judicial order or determination of a judge 

of a superior or district court, upon or involving a matter of law or legal inference, 
whether made in or out of session, that affects a substantial right claimed in any action 
or proceeding; or that in effect determines the action and prevents a judgment from 
which an appeal might be taken; or discontinues the action or grants or refuses a new 
trial. 

(b) Any interested party has the right of immediate appeal from an adverse 
ruling as to the jurisdiction of the court over the person or property of the defendant, 
or the party may preserve the party's objection for determination upon any subsequent 
appeal in the cause. (1818, c. 962, s. 4, P.R; C.C.P., s. 299; Code, s. 548; Rev., s. 587; 
C.S., s. 638; 1967, c. 954, s. 3; 1971, c. 268, s. 10; 2023-54, s. 3.) 



§ 1-279.1. Manner and time for giving notice of appeal to appellate division in civil 
actions and in special proceedings. 

Any party entitled by law to appeal from a judgment or order rendered by a judge in 
superior or district court in a civil action or in a special proceeding may take appeal by 
giving notice of appeal within the time, in the manner, and with the effect provided in 
the rules of appellate procedure. (1989, c. 377, s. 2.) 



§ 1-569.28. Appeals. 
(a) An appeal may be taken from: 

(1) An order denying a motion to compel arbitration; 
(2) An order granting a motion to stay arbitration; 
(3) An order confirming or denying confirmation of an award; 
(4) An order modifying or correcting an award; 
(5) An order vacating an award without directing a rehearing; or 
(6) A final judgment entered pursuant to this Article. 

(b) An appeal under this section shall be taken as from an order or a judgment 
in a civil action. (1927, c. 94, s. 22; 1973, c. 676, s. 1; 2003-345, s. 2.) 



§ 7A-5. Organization. 
(a) The appellate division of the General Court of Justice consists of the 

Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. 
(b) No justice or judge of the appellate division of the General Court of Justice 

may continue in office beyond the last day of the month in which the justice or judge 
attains 76 years of age, but justices and judges so retired may be recalled for periods 
of temporary service as provided in this Subchapter. (1965, c. 310, s. 1; 1967, c. 108, 
s. 1; 2023-134, s. 16.14(b).) 



§ 7A-16. Creation and organization. 
The Court of Appeals is created effective January 1, 1967. It shall consist initially 

of six judges, elected by the qualified voters of the State for terms of eight years. The 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall designate one of the judges as Chief Judge, to 
serve in such capacity at the pleasure of the Chief Justice. Before entering upon the 
duties of his office, a judge of the Court of Appeals shall take the oath of office 
prescribed for a judge of the General Court of Justice. 

The Governor on or after July 1, 1967, shall make temporary appointments to the 
six initial judgeships. The appointees shall serve until January 1, 1969. Their successors 
shall be elected at the general election for members of the General Assembly in 
November, 1968, and shall take office on January 1, 1969, to serve for the remainder 
of the unexpired term which began on January 1, 1967. 

Upon the appointment of at least five judges, and the designation of a Chief Judge, 
the court is authorized to convene, organize, and promulgate, subject to the approval of 
the Supreme Court, such supplementary rules as it deems necessary and appropriate for 
the discharge of the judicial business lawfully assigned to it. 

Effective January 1, 1969, the number of judges is increased to nine, and the 
Governor, on or after March 1, 1969, shall make temporary appointments to the 
additional judgeships thus created. The appointees shall serve until January 1, 1971. 
Their successors shall be elected at the general election for members of the General 
Assembly in November, 1970, and shall take office on January 1, 1971, to serve for the 
remainder of the unexpired term which began on January 1, 1969. 

Effective January 1, 1977, the number of judges is increased to 12; and the 
Governor, on or after July 1, 1977, shall make temporary appointments to the additional 
judgeships thus created. The appointees shall serve until January 1, 1979. Their 
successors shall be elected at the general election for members of the General Assembly 
in November, 1978, and shall take office on January 1, 1979, to serve the remainder of 
the unexpired term which began on January 1, 1977. 

On or after December 15, 2000, the Governor shall appoint three additional judges 
to increase the number of judges to 15. 

The Court of Appeals shall sit in panels of three judges each and may also sit en 
banc to hear or rehear any cause upon a vote of the majority of the judges of the court. 
The Chief Judge insofar as practicable shall assign the members to panels in such 
fashion that each member sits a substantially equal number of times with each other 
member, shall preside when a member of a panel, and shall designate the presiding 
judge of the other panel or panels. 

Except as may be provided in G.S. 7A-32, three judges shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of the business of the court when sitting in panels of three judges, and a 
majority of the then sitting judges on the Court of Appeals shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of the business of the court when sitting en banc. 



In the event the Chief Judge is unable, on account of absence or temporary 
incapacity, to perform the duties placed upon him as Chief Judge, the Chief Justice shall 
appoint an acting Chief Judge from the other judges of the Court, to temporarily 
discharge the duties of Chief Judge. (1967, c. 108, s. 1; 1969, c. 1190, s. 3; 1973, c. 
301; 1977, c. 1047; 2000-67, s. 15.5(a); 2004-203, s. 16; 2016-125, 4th Ex. Sess., s. 
22(a); 2017-7, s. 1; 2019-2, s. 1.) 



§ 7A-25. Original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 
The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction to hear claims against the State, but its 

decisions shall be merely recommendatory; no process in the nature of execution shall 
issue thereon; the decisions shall be reported to the next session of the General 
Assembly for its action. The court shall by rule prescribe the procedures to be followed 
in the proper exercise of the jurisdiction conferred by this section. (1967, c. 108, s. 1.) 

 
§ 7A-26. Appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. 

The Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals respectively have jurisdiction to 
review upon appeal decisions of the several courts of the General Court of Justice and 
of administrative agencies, upon matters of law or legal inference, in accordance with 
the system of appeals provided in this Article. (1967, c. 108, s. 1.) 

 
§ 7A-27. Appeals of right from the courts of the trial divisions. 

(a) Appeal lies of right directly to the Supreme Court in any of the following cases: 
(1) All cases in which the defendant is convicted of murder in the first degree 

and the judgment of the superior court includes a sentence of death. 
(2) From any final judgment in a case designated as a mandatory complex 

business case pursuant to G.S. 7A-45.4 or designated as a discretionary complex 
business case pursuant to Rule 2.1 of the General Rules of Practice for the Superior 
and District Courts. 

(3) From any interlocutory order of a Business Court Judge that does any of the 
following: 

a. Affects a substantial right. 
b. In effect determines the action and prevents a judgment from which an 
appeal might be taken. 
c. Discontinues the action. 
d. Grants or refuses a new trial. 

(4) Any trial court's decision regarding class action certification under G.S. 1A- 
1, Rule 23. 

(5) Repealed by Session Laws 2021-18, s. 1, effective July 1, 2021, and 
applicable to appeals filed on or after that date. 
(a1) Repealed by Session Laws 2016-125, s. 22(b), 4th Ex. Sess., effective December 
1, 2016. 
(b) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, appeal lies of right directly to 
the Court of Appeals in any of the following cases: 

(1) From any final judgment of a superior court, other than one based on a plea 
of guilty or nolo contendere, including any final judgment entered upon review of a 
decision of an administrative agency, except for a final judgment entered upon review 
of a court martial under G.S. 127A-62. 

(2) From any final judgment of a district court in a civil action. 



(3) From any interlocutory order or judgment of a superior court or district 
court in a civil action or proceeding that does any of the following: 

a. Affects a substantial right. 
b. In effect determines the action and prevents a judgment from which an 

appeal might be taken. 
c. Discontinues the action. 
d. Grants or refuses a new trial. 
e. Determines a claim prosecuted under G.S. 50-19.1. 
f. Grants temporary injunctive relief restraining the State or a political 

subdivision of the State from enforcing the operation or execution of an act of 
the General Assembly. This sub-subdivision only applies where the State or a 
political subdivision of the State is a party in the civil action. 

g. Denies, upon the court's own motion or the motion of a party, the 
transfer of an action or proceeding pursuant to Rule 42(b)(4) of the North 
Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. 
(4) From any other order or judgment of the superior court from which an 

appeal is authorized by statute. 
(c) through (e) Repealed by Session Laws 2013-411, s. 1, effective August 23, 

2013. (1967, c. 108, s. 1; 1971, c. 377, s. 3; 1973, c. 704; 1977, c. 711, s. 4; 1987, c. 
679; 1995, c. 204, s. 1; 2010-193, s. 17; 2013-411, s. 1; 2014-100, s. 18B.16(e); 2014- 
102, s. 1; 2015-264, s. 1(b); 2016-125, 4th Ex. Sess., s. 22(b); 2017-7, s. 2; 2021-18, s. 
1; 2023-134, s. 16.21(c).) 



§ 7A-30. Appeals of right from certain decisions of the Court of Appeals. 
Except as provided in G.S. 7A-28, an appeal lies of right to the Supreme Court 

from any decision of the Court of Appeals rendered in a case: 
(1) Which directly involves a substantial question arising under the 

Constitution of the United States or of this State. 
(2) Repealed by Session Laws 2023-134, s. 16.21(d), effective July 1, 

2023. (1967, c. 108, s. 1; 1983, c. 526, s. 2; 2016-125, 4th Ex. Sess., s. 22(c); 
2023-134, s. 16.21(d).) 

§ 7A-31. Discretionary review by the Supreme Court. 
(a) In any cause in which appeal is taken to the Court of Appeals, including any 

cause heard while the Court of Appeals was sitting en banc, except a cause appealed 
from the North Carolina Industrial Commission, the North Carolina State Bar pursuant 
to G.S. 84-28, the Property Tax Commission pursuant to G.S. 105-345, the Board of 
State Contract Appeals pursuant to G.S. 143-135.9, the Commissioner of Insurance 
pursuant to G.S. 58-2-80 or G.S. 58-65-131(c), a court-martial pursuant to G.S. 127A- 
62, a motion for appropriate relief, or valuation of exempt property pursuant to G.S. 7A- 
28, the Supreme Court may, in its discretion, on motion of any party to the cause or on 
its own motion, certify the cause for review by the Supreme Court, either before or after 
it has been determined by the Court of Appeals. A cause appealed to the Court of 
Appeals from any of the administrative bodies listed in the preceding sentence may be 
certified in similar fashion, but only after determination of the cause in the Court of 
Appeals. The effect of such certification is to transfer the cause from the Court of 
Appeals to the Supreme Court for review by the Supreme Court. If the cause is certified 
for transfer to the Supreme Court before its determination in the Court of Appeals, 
review is not had in the Court of Appeals but the cause is forthwith transferred for 
review in the first instance by the Supreme Court. If the cause is certified for transfer to 
the Supreme Court after its determination by the Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court 
reviews the decision of the Court of Appeals. 

Except in courts-martial and motions within the purview of G.S. 7A-28, the State 
may move for certification for review of any criminal cause, but only after 
determination of the cause by the Court of Appeals. 

(b) In causes subject to certification under subsection (a) of this section, 
certification may be made by the Supreme Court before determination of the cause by 
the Court of Appeals when in the opinion of the Supreme Court any of the following 
apply: 

(1) The subject matter of the appeal has significant public interest. 
(2)  The cause involves legal principles of major significance to the 

jurisprudence of the State. 
(3)  Delay in final adjudication is likely to result from failure to certify 

and thereby cause substantial harm. 



(4)  The work load of the courts of the appellate division is such that the 
expeditious administration of justice requires certification. 

(5)  The subject matter of the appeal is important in overseeing the 
jurisdiction and integrity of the court system. 

(c) In causes subject to certification under subsection (a) of this section, 
certification may be made by the Supreme Court after determination of the cause by the 
Court of Appeals when in the opinion of the Supreme Court any of the following apply: 

(1) The subject matter of the appeal has significant public interest. 
(2)  The cause involves legal principles of major significance to the 

jurisprudence of the State. 
(3)  The decision of the Court of Appeals appears likely to be in conflict 

with a decision of the Supreme Court. 
Interlocutory determinations by the Court of Appeals, including orders remanding the 
cause for a new trial or for other proceedings, shall be certified for review by the 
Supreme Court only upon a determination by the Supreme Court that failure to certify 
would cause a delay in final adjudication which would probably result in substantial 
harm. 

(d) The procedure for certification by the Supreme Court on its own motion, or 
upon petition of a party, shall be prescribed by rule of the Supreme Court. (1967, c. 
108, s. 1; 1969, c. 1044; 1975, c. 555; 1977, c. 711, s. 5; 1981, c. 470, s. 2; 1981 (Reg. 
Sess., 1982), c. 1224, s. 17; c. 1253, s. 1; 1983, c. 526, s. 3; c. 761, s. 189; 2010-193, s. 
19; 2016-125, 4th Ex. Sess., s. 22(d); 2017-7, s. 3.) 



§ 7A-37.1. Statewide court-ordered, nonbinding arbitration in certain civil actions. 
(a) The General Assembly finds that court-ordered, nonbinding arbitration may 

be a more economical, efficient and satisfactory procedure to resolve certain civil 
actions than by traditional civil litigation and therefore authorizes court-ordered 
nonbinding arbitration as an alternative civil procedure, subject to these provisions. 

(b) The Supreme Court of North Carolina may adopt rules governing this 
procedure and may supervise its implementation and operation through the 
Administrative Office of the Courts. These rules shall ensure that no party is deprived 
of the right to jury trial and that any party dissatisfied with an arbitration award may 
have trial de novo. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in rules promulgated by the Supreme Court of 
North Carolina pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, this procedure shall be 
employed in all civil actions in district court, unless all parties to the action waive 
arbitration under this section. 

(c1)  Except as provided in subsection (c2) of this section, in cases referred to 
nonbinding arbitration as provided in this section, a fee of one hundred dollars 
($100.00) shall be assessed per arbitration, to be divided equally among the parties, to 
cover the cost of providing arbitrators. Fees assessed under this section shall be paid to 
the clerk of superior court in the county where the case was filed and remitted by the 
clerk to the State Treasurer. 

(c2)  In appeals in small claims actions under Article 19 of Chapter 7A of the 
General Statutes, if (i) the arbitrator finds in favor of the appellee, (ii) the arbitrator's 
decision is appealed for trial de novo under G.S. 7A-229, and (iii) the arbitrator's 
decision is affirmed on appeal, then the court shall consider the fact that the arbitrator's 
decision was affirmed as a significant factor in favor of assessing all court costs and 
attorneys' fees associated with the case in both the original action and the two appeals, 
including the arbitration fee assessed under subsection (c1) of this section, against the 
appellant. 

(d) This procedure may be implemented in a judicial district, in selected counties 
within a district, or in any court within a district, if the Director of the Administrative 
Office of the Courts, and the cognizant Senior Resident Superior Court Judge or the 
Chief District Court Judge of any court selected for this procedure, determine that use 
of this procedure may assist in the administration of justice toward achieving objectives 
stated in subsection (a) of this section in a judicial district, county, or court. The Director 
of the Administrative Office of the Courts, acting upon the recommendation of the 
cognizant Senior Resident Superior Court Judge or Chief District Court Judge of any 
court selected for this procedure, may terminate this procedure in any judicial district, 
county, or court upon a determination that its use has not accomplished objectives stated 
in subsection (a) of this section. 



(e) Arbitrators in this procedure shall have the same immunity as judges from 
civil liability for their official conduct. (1989, c. 301, s. 1; 2002-126, s. 14.3(a); 2003- 
284, s. 36A.1; 2013-159, s. 3; 2013-225, s. 1.) 



§ 7B-1001. Right to appeal. 
(a) In a juvenile matter under this Subchapter, only the following final orders 

may be appealed directly to the Court of Appeals: 
(1) Any order finding absence of jurisdiction. 
(2)  Any order, including the involuntary dismissal of a petition, which in 

effect determines the action and prevents a judgment from which 
appeal might be taken. 

(3)  Any initial order of disposition and the adjudication order upon which 
it is based. 

(4)  Any order, other than a nonsecure custody order, that changes legal 
custody of a juvenile. 

(5)  An order under G.S. 7B-906.2(b) eliminating reunification, as 
defined by G.S. 7B-101(18c), as a permanent plan by either of the 
following: 
a. A parent who is a party and: 

1.  Has preserved the right to appeal the order in writing 
within 30 days after entry and service of the order. 

2.  A termination of parental rights petition or motion has 
not been filed within 65 days of entry and service of the 
order. 

3.  A notice of appeal of the order eliminating reunification 
is filed within 30 days after the expiration of the 65 days. 

b.  A party who is a guardian or custodian with whom reunification 
is not a permanent plan. 

(6)  Repealed by Session Laws 2017-41, s. 8(a), and Session Laws 2017- 
102, s. 40(f), effective January 1, 2019, and applicable to appeals filed 
on or after that date. 

(7)  Any order that terminates parental rights or denies a petition or 
motion to terminate parental rights. 

(8) An order eliminating reunification as a permanent plan under 
G.S. 7B-906.2(b), if all of the following conditions are satisfied: 
a.  The right to appeal the order eliminating reunification has been 

preserved in writing within 30 days of entry and service of the 
order. 

b.  A motion or petition to terminate the parent's rights is filed 
within 65 days of entry and service of the order eliminating 
reunification and both of the following occur: 
1.  The motion or petition to terminate rights is heard and 

granted. 
2.  The order terminating parental rights is appealed in a 

proper and timely manner. 



c.  A separate notice of appeal of the order eliminating 
reunification is filed within 30 days after entry and service of a 
termination of parental rights order. 

(a1) Repealed by Session Laws 2021-18, s. 2, effective July 1, 2021, and applicable 
to appeals filed on or after that date. 

(a2)  In an appeal filed pursuant to subdivision (a)(8) of this section, the Court of 
Appeals shall review the order eliminating reunification together with an appeal of the 
order terminating parental rights. If the order eliminating reunification is vacated or 
reversed, the order terminating parental rights shall be vacated. 

(b) Notice of appeal and notice to preserve the right to appeal shall be given in 
writing by a proper party as defined in G.S. 7B-1002 and shall be made within 30 days 
after entry and service of the order in accordance with G.S. 1A-1, Rule 58. 

(c) Notice of appeal shall be signed by both the appealing party and counsel for 
the appealing party, if any. In the case of an appeal by a juvenile, notice of appeal shall 
be signed by the guardian ad litem attorney advocate. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1998-202, s. 
6; 1999-456, s. 60; 2001-208, s. 25; 2001-487, s. 101; 2005-398, s. 10; 2011-295, s. 11; 
2013-129, s. 31; 2015-136, s. 16; 2017-7, s. 4; 2017-41, s. 8(a); 2017-102, s. 40(f); 
2019-33, s. 14(a); 2021-18, s. 2; 2021-100, s. 1(b); 2021-132, s. 1(b).) 



§ 15A-1441. Correction of errors by appellate division. 
Errors of law may be corrected upon appellate review as provided in this Article, 

except that review of capital cases shall be given priority on direct appeal and in State 
postconviction proceedings. (1977, c. 711, s. 1; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 719, s. 6.) 

 
§ 15A-1442. Grounds for correction of error by appellate division. 

The following constitute grounds for correction of errors by the appellate division. 
(1) Lack of Jurisdiction. - 

a. The trial court lacked jurisdiction over the offense. 
b.  The trial court did not have jurisdiction over the person of the 

defendant. 
(2) Error in the Criminal Pleading. - Failure to charge a crime, in that: 

a.  The criminal pleading charged acts which at the time they were 
committed did not constitute a violation of criminal law; or 

b.  The pleading fails to state essential elements of an alleged 
violation as required by G.S. 15A-924(a)(5). 

(3)  Insufficiency of the Evidence. - The evidence was insufficient as 
a matter of law. 

(4) Errors in Procedure. - 
a.  There has been a denial of pretrial motions or relief to which 

the defendant is entitled, so as to affect the defendant's 
preparation or presentation of his defense, to his prejudice. 

b.  There has been a denial of a trial motion or relief to which the 
defendant is entitled, to his prejudice. 

c.  There has been error in the admission or exclusion of evidence, 
to the prejudice of the defendant. 

d.  There has been error in the judge's instructions to the jury, to 
the prejudice of the defendant. 

e.  There has been a denial of a post-trial motion or relief to which 
the defendant is entitled, to his prejudice. This provision is 
subject to the provisions of G.S. 15A-1422. 

(5)  Constitutionally Invalid Procedure or Statute; Prosecution for 
Constitutionally Protected Conduct. - 
a.  The conviction was obtained by a violation of the Constitution 

of the United States or of the Constitution of North Carolina. 
b.  The defendant was convicted under a statute that is in violation 

of the Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of 
North Carolina. 

c.  The conduct for which the defendant was prosecuted was 
protected by the Constitution of the United States or the 
Constitution of North Carolina. 



(5a) Insufficient Basis for Sentence. - The sentence imposed on the defendant 
is not supported by evidence introduced at the trial and sentencing 
hearing. 

(5b)   Violation of Sentencing Structure. - The sentence imposed: 
a. Results from an incorrect finding of the defendant's prior record 

level under G.S. 15A-1340.14 or the defendant's prior 
conviction level under G.S. 15A-1340.21; 

b.  Contains a type of sentence disposition that is not authorized 
by G.S. 15A-1340.17 or G.S. 15A-1340.23 for the defendant's 
class of offense and prior record or conviction level; or 

c.  Contains a term of imprisonment that is for a duration not 
authorized by G.S. 15A-1340.17 or G.S. 15A-1340.23 for the 
defendant's class or offense and prior record or conviction level. 

(6)  Other Errors of Law. - Any other error of law was committed by the 
trial court to the prejudice of the defendant. (1977, c. 711, s. 1; 1979, 
c. 760, s. 3; 1993, c. 538, s. 26; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(b).) 

 
§ 15A-1443. Existence and showing of prejudice. 

(a) A defendant is prejudiced by errors relating to rights arising other than under 
the Constitution of the United States when there is a reasonable possibility that, had the 
error in question not been committed, a different result would have been reached at the 
trial out of which the appeal arises. The burden of showing such prejudice under this 
subsection is upon the defendant. Prejudice also exists in any instance in which it is 
deemed to exist as a matter of law or error is deemed reversible per se. 

(b) A violation of the defendant's rights under the Constitution of the United 
States is prejudicial unless the appellate court finds that it was harmless beyond a 
reasonable doubt. The burden is upon the State to demonstrate, beyond a reasonable 
doubt, that the error was harmless. 

(c) A defendant is not prejudiced by the granting of relief which he has sought 
or by error resulting from his own conduct. (1977, c. 711, s. 1.) 



§ 15A-1446. Requisites for preserving the right to appellate review. 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section, error shall not be asserted 

upon appellate review unless the error has been brought to the attention of the trial court 
by appropriate and timely objection or motion. No particular form is required in order 
to preserve the right to assert the alleged error upon appeal if the motion or objection 
clearly presented the alleged error to the trial court. Formal exceptions are unnecessary, 
but when evidence is excluded a record must be made in the manner provided in G.S. 
1A-1, Rule 43(c), in order to assert upon appeal error in the exclusion of that evidence. 

(b) Failure to make an appropriate and timely motion or objection constitutes a 
waiver of the right to assert the alleged error upon appeal, but the appellate court may 
review any errors affecting substantial rights in the interest of justice if it determines it 
appropriate to do so. 

(c) The making of post-trial motions is not a prerequisite to the assertion of 
error on appeal. 

(d) Errors based upon any of the following grounds may be the subject of 
appellate review even though no objection or motion has been made in the trial 
division: 

(1) Lack of jurisdiction of the trial court over the offense of which the 
defendant was convicted. 

(2) Lack of jurisdiction of the trial court over the person of the 
defendant. 

(3) The criminal pleading charged acts that, at the time they were 
committed, did not constitute a violation of criminal law. 

(4) The pleading fails to state essential elements of an alleged violation, 
as required by G.S. 15A-924(a)(5). 

(5) The evidence was insufficient as a matter of law. 
(6) The defendant was convicted under a statute that is in violation of the 

Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of North Carolina. 
(7) Repealed by Session Laws 1977, 2nd Sess., c. 1147, s. 28. 
(8) The conduct for which the defendant was prosecuted was protected 

by the Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of North Carolina. 
(9) Subsequent admission of evidence from a witness when there has 

been an improperly overruled objection to the admission of evidence on the 
ground that the witness is for a specified reason incompetent or not qualified or 
disqualified. 

(10) Subsequent admission of evidence involving a specified line of 
questioning when there has been an improperly overruled objection to the 
admission of evidence involving that line of questioning. 

(11) Questions propounded to a witness by the court or a juror. 



(12) Rulings and orders of the court, not directed to the admissibility of 
evidence during trial, when there has been no opportunity to make an objection 
or motion. 

(13) Error of law in the charge to the jury. 
(14) The court has expressed to the jury an opinion as to whether a fact 

is fully or sufficiently proved. 
(15) The defendant was not present at any proceeding at which the 

defendant's presence was required. 
(16) Error occurred in the entry of the plea. 
(17) The form of the verdict was erroneous. 
(18) The sentence imposed was unauthorized at the time imposed, 

exceeded the maximum authorized by law, was illegally imposed, or is 
otherwise invalid as a matter of law. 

(19) A significant change in law, either substantive or procedural, applies 
to the proceedings leading to the defendant's conviction or sentence, and 
retroactive application of the changed legal standard is required. (1977, c. 711, 
s. 1; 1977, 2nd Sess., c. 1147, s. 28; 1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1037, s. 1; 
2023-54, s. 7.) 

 
§ 15A-1447. Relief available upon appeal. 

(a) If the appellate court finds that there has been reversible error which denied 
the defendant a fair trial conducted in accordance with law, it must grant the defendant 
a new trial. 

(b) If the appellate court finds that the facts charged in a pleading were not at 
the time charged a crime, the judgment must be reversed and the charge must be 
dismissed. 

(c) If the appellate court finds that the evidence with regard to a charge is 
insufficient as a matter of law, the judgment must be reversed and the charge must be 
dismissed unless there is evidence to support a lesser included offense. In that case the 
court may remand for trial on the lesser offense. 

(d) If the appellate court affirms only some of the charges, or if it finds error 
relating only to the sentence, it may direct the return of the case to the trial court for the 
imposition of an appropriate sentence. 

(e) If the appellate court affirms one or more of the charges, but not all of them, 
and makes a finding that the sentence is sustained by the charge or charges which are 
affirmed and is appropriate, the court may affirm the sentence. 

(f) If the appellate court finds that there is an error with regard to the sentence 
which may be corrected without returning the case to the trial division for that purpose, 
it may direct the entry of the appropriate sentence. 



(g) If the appellate court finds that there has been reversible error and the rule 
against double jeopardy prohibits further prosecution, it must dismiss the charges with 
prejudice. (1977, c. 711, s. 1.) 

§ 15A-1448. Procedures for taking appeal. 
(a) Time for Entry of Appeal; Jurisdiction over the Case. - 

(1)  A case remains open for the taking of an appeal to the appellate 
division for the period provided in the rules of appellate procedure for 
giving notice of appeal. 

(2)  When a motion for appropriate relief is made under G.S. 15A-1414 
or G.S. 15A-1416(a), the case remains open for the taking of an appeal 
until the court has ruled on the motion. The time for taking an appeal 
as provided in subsection (b) shall begin to run immediately upon the 
entry of an order under G.S. 15A-1420(c)(7), and the case shall remain 
open for the taking of an appeal until the expiration of that time. 

(3)  The jurisdiction of the trial court with regard to the case is divested, 
except as to actions authorized by G.S. 15A-1453, when notice of 
appeal has been given and the period described in (1) and (2) has 
expired. 

(4) Repealed by Session Laws 1987, c. 624. 
(5)  The right to appeal is not waived by withdrawal of an appeal if the 

appeal is reentered within the time specified in (1) and (2). 
(6)  The right to appeal is not waived by compliance with all or a portion 

of the judgment imposed. If the defendant appeals, the court may enter 
appropriate orders remitting any fines or costs which have been paid. 
The court may delay the remission pending the determination of the 
appeal. 

(b) How and When Appeal of Right Taken. - Notice of appeal shall be given 
within the time, in the manner and with the effect provided in the rules of appellate 
procedure. 

(c) Certiorari. - Petitions for writs of certiorari are governed by rules of the 
appellate division. (1977, c. 711, s. 1; 1977, 2nd Sess., c. 1147, s. 29; 1987, c. 624; 
1989, c. 377, s. 5.) 

§ 15A-1449. Security for costs not required. 
In criminal cases no security for costs is required upon appeal to the appellate 

division. (1977, c. 711, s. 1.) 



§ 50-19.1. Maintenance of certain appeals allowed. 
Notwithstanding any other pending claims filed in the same action, a party may 

appeal from an order or judgment adjudicating a claim for absolute divorce, divorce 
from bed and board, the validity of a premarital agreement as defined by G.S. 52B-2(1), 
child custody, child support, alimony, or equitable distribution if the order or judgment 
would otherwise be a final order or judgment within the meaning of G.S. 1A-1, Rule 
54(b), but for the other pending claims in the same action. A party does not forfeit the 
right to appeal under this section if the party fails to immediately appeal from an order 
or judgment described in this section. An appeal from an order or judgment under this 
section shall not deprive the trial court of jurisdiction over any other claims pending in 
the same action. (2013-411, s. 2; 2018-86, s. 1.) 



§ 84-4.1. Limited practice of out-of-state attorneys. 
Any attorney domiciled in another state, and regularly admitted to practice in the 

courts of record of and in good standing in that state, having been retained as attorney 
for a party to any civil or criminal legal proceeding pending in the General Court of 
Justice of North Carolina, the North Carolina Utilities Commission, the North 
Carolina Industrial Commission, the Office of Administrative Hearings of North 
Carolina, or any administrative agency, may, on motion to the relevant forum, be 
admitted to practice in that forum for the sole purpose of appearing for a client in the 
proceeding. The motion required under this section shall be signed by the attorney and 
shall contain or be accompanied by: 

(1) The attorney's full name, bar membership number, and status as a practicing 
attorney in another state. 

(1a) The attorney's mailing address, phone number, and email address to be 
used as the attorney's contact information of record with the court, pursuant to 
G.S. 1A-1, Rule 5. 

(2) A statement, signed by the client, setting forth the client's address and 
declaring that the client has retained the attorney to represent the client in the 
proceeding. 

(3) A statement that unless permitted to withdraw sooner by order of the court, 
the attorney will continue to represent the client in the proceeding until its final 
determination, and that with reference to all matters incident to the proceeding, the 
attorney agrees to be subject to the orders and amenable to the disciplinary action and 
the civil jurisdiction of the General Court of Justice and the North Carolina State Bar 
in all respects as if the attorney were a regularly admitted and licensed member of the 
Bar of North Carolina in good standing. 

(4) A statement that the state in which the attorney is regularly admitted to 
practice grants like privileges to members of the Bar of North Carolina in good 
standing. 

(5) A statement to the effect that the attorney has associated and is personally 
appearing in the proceeding, with an attorney who is a resident of this State, has 
agreed to be responsible for filing a registration statement with the North Carolina 
State Bar, and is duly and legally admitted to practice in the General Court of Justice 
of North Carolina, upon whom service may be had in all matters connected with the 
legal proceedings, or any disciplinary matter, with the same effect as if personally 
made on the foreign attorney within this State. 

(6) A statement accurately disclosing a record of all that attorney's disciplinary 
history. Discipline shall include (i) public discipline by any court or lawyer regulatory 
organization, and (ii) revocation of any pro hac vice admission. 

(7) A fee in the amount of two hundred twenty-five dollars ($225.00) submitted 
and made payable to one of the following: (i) for judicial proceedings, the presiding 
clerk of court and (ii) for administrative proceedings, the presiding administrative 



agency. The clerk of court or administrative agency shall: (i) remit two hundred 
dollars ($200.00) of the fee collected to the State Treasurer for support of the General 
Court of Justice, and (ii) transmit twenty-five dollars ($25.00) of the fee collected to 
the North Carolina State Bar to regulate the practice of out-of-state attorneys as 
provided in this section. 

Compliance with the foregoing requirements does not deprive the court of the 
discretionary power to allow or reject the application. (1967, c. 1199, s. 1; 1971, c. 
550, s. 1; 1975, c. 582, ss. 1, 2; 1977, c. 430; 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 1022, s. 8; 
1991, c. 210, s. 2; 1995, c. 431, s. 5; 2003-116, s. 1; 2004-186, s. 4.2; 2005-396, s. 1; 
2007-200, s. 4; 2007-323, s. 30.8(k); 2021-60, s. 1.1; 2023-103, s. 12(c).) 



§ 97-86. Award conclusive as to facts; appeal; certified questions of law. 
The award of the Industrial Commission, as provided in G.S. 97-84, if not reviewed 

in due time, or an award of the Commission upon such review, as provided in G.S. 97- 
85, shall be conclusive and binding as to all questions of fact; but either party to the 
dispute may, within 30 days from the date of the award or within 30 days after receipt 
of notice to be sent by any class of U.S. mail that is fully prepaid or electronic mail of 
the award, but not thereafter, appeal from the decision of the Commission to the Court 
of Appeals for errors of law under the same terms and conditions as govern appeals 
from the superior court to the Court of Appeals in ordinary civil actions. The procedure 
for the appeal shall be as provided by the rules of appellate procedure. 

The Industrial Commission of its own motion may certify questions of law to the 
Court of Appeals for decision and determination by the Court. In case of an appeal from 
the decision of the Commission, or of a certification by the Commission of questions 
of law, to the Court of Appeals, the appeal or certification shall operate on a supersedeas 
except as provided in G.S. 97-86.1, and no employer shall be required to make payment 
of the award involved in the appeal or certification until the questions at issue therein 
shall have been fully determined in accordance with the provisions of this Article. If the 
employer is a noninsurer, then the appeal of the employer shall not act as a supersedeas 
and the plaintiff in such case shall have the same right to issue execution or to satisfy 
the award from the property of the employer pending the appeal as obtains to the 
successful party in an action in the superior court. 

When any party to an appeal from an award of the Commission is unable, by reason 
of the party's poverty, to make the deposit or to give the security required by law for the 
appeal, any member of the Commission or any deputy commissioner shall enter an order 
allowing the party to appeal from the award of the Commission without giving security 
therefor. The party appealing from the judgment shall, within 30 days from the filing of 
the appeal from the award, make an affidavit that the party is unable by reason of the 
party's poverty to give the security required by law. The request shall be passed upon 
and granted or denied by a member of the Commission or deputy commissioner within 
20 days from receipt of the affidavit. (1929, c. 120, s. 60; 1947, c. 823; 1957, c. 
1396, s. 9; 1959, c. 863, s. 4; 1967, c. 669; 1971, c. 1189; 1975, c. 391, s. 15; 1977, c. 
521, s. 1; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 679, s. 10.5; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 552, s. 1; 
2017-57, s. 15.17.) 



§ 143-293. Appeals to Court of Appeals. 
Either the claimant or the State may, within 30 days after receipt of the decision and 

order of the full Commission, to be sent by registered, certified, or electronic mail, but 
not thereafter, appeal from the decision of the Commission to the Court of Appeals. 
Such appeal shall be for errors of law only under the same terms and conditions as 
govern appeals in ordinary civil actions, and the findings of fact of the Commission 
shall be conclusive if there is any competent evidence to support them. The appellant 
shall cause to be prepared a statement of the case as required by the rules of the Court 
of Appeals. A copy of this statement shall be served on the respondent within 45 days 
from the entry of the appeal taken; within 20 days after such service, the respondent 
shall return the copy with the respondent's approval or specified amendments endorsed 
or attached; if the case be approved by the respondent, it shall be filed with the clerk of 
the Court of Appeals as a part of the record; if not returned with objections within the 
time prescribed, it shall be deemed approved. The chair of the Industrial Commission 
shall have the power, in the exercise of the chair's discretion, to enlarge the time in 
which to serve statement of case on appeal and exceptions thereto or counterstatement 
of case. 

If the case on appeal is returned by the respondent with objections as prescribed, or 
if a countercase is served on appellant, the appellant shall immediately request the chair 
of the Industrial Commission to fix a time and place for settling the case. If the appellant 
delays longer than 15 days after the respondent serves the countercase or exceptions to 
request the chair to settle the case on appeal, and delays for such period to mail, as 
provided in this section, the case and countercase or exceptions to the chair, then the 
exceptions filed by the respondent shall be allowed; or the countercase served shall 
constitute the case on appeal; but the time may be extended by agreement of counsel. 

The chair shall forthwith notify the attorneys of the parties to appear before the chair 
for that purpose at a certain time and place, which time shall not be more than 20 days 
from the receipt of the request. At the time and place stated, the chair of the Industrial 
Commission or the chair's designee shall settle and sign the case and deliver a copy to 
the attorneys of each party. The appellant shall within five days thereafter file it with 
the clerk of the Court of Appeals, and if the appellant fails to do so the respondent may 
file the respondent's copy. 

No appeal bond or supersedeas bond shall be required of State departments or 
agencies. (1951, c. 1059, s. 3; 1967, c. 655, s. 1; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1087, s. 4; 
2020-78, s. 16.1(a).) 

 
§ 143-294. Appeal to Court of Appeals to act as supersedeas. 

The appeal from the decision of the Industrial Commission to the Court of Appeals 
shall act as a supersedeas, and the State department, institution or agency shall not be 
required to make payment of any judgment until the questions at issue therein shall have 



been finally determined as provided in this Article. (1951, c. 1059, s. 4; 1967, c. 655, s. 
2.) 
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COURTROOM PROTOCOL FOR COUNSEL 

IE The Bank Street and Main Street entrances to the courthouse open at 7:00 a.m. during court 
week. Attorneys appearing for oral argument must register in the library (Room 101) on the 
morning of argument. Registration opens 60 minutes before court starts and must be 
completed 30 minutes before court starts. Counsel will receive notification from the Clerk's 
Office of the starting time for each panel. The court generally convenes at 9:30 a.m., with the 
exception of the last day of the session, which convenes at 8:30 a.m. En bane oral arguments 
begin at 9:00 a.m. Counsel is provided with the identity of the panel during registration. 

IE Attorneys and their staff may bring electronic devices into the courthouse. All electronic 
devices must be turned off in any courtroom or iudicial chambers unless being used by 
counsel, with all sounds muted, during argument of their case to retrieve documents 
previously downloaded to the device. A wireless Internet access point is available in the library 
for use with personal electronic devices (Room 101--see librarian for password). See 
Electronic Device Policy. 

IE Coffee and tea are available in the library (Room 101) and the fourth floor conference room 
(Room 413). Food and beverages are not allowed elsewhere in the courthouse. 

IE Oral arguments are open to the public unless the court has granted a motion to seal that was 
filed on the public docket at least 5 days prior to argument. Local Rule 25(c). 

IE Please arrive at the courtroom 10 minutes prior to the start of oral argument sessions to hear 
any announcements regarding a change in the order of the cases. 

IE Counsel in the first case should seat themselves at counsel table before court starts. Counsel 
tables are not assigned to particular sides. Only attorneys and third-year students practicing 
under Local Rule 46(a) may sit at counsel table; clients are seated in the gallery. 

IE The courtroom timer reflects a digital countdown of your argument time. When 5 minutes 
remain, the timer light turns from green to amber. When the light turns red, you should resume 
your seat or, if you are responding to a question, request permission to complete your answer. 

IE Prior motion and leave of court are required to use physical or electronic exhibits at argument. 
It is generally unnecessary to enlarge documents for reference during oral argument since the 
panel can view the documents in the appendix. 

IE The judges come down from the bench after each case to shake hands with counsel and thank 
them for their advocacy. As the judges return to the bench, counsel for the next case seat 
themselves at counsel table. On occasion, the court takes a brief recess between cases. 

IE Oral argument audio files are posted on the Fourth Circuit's Internet site by the next business 
day. Do not refer to any sensitive or sealed information during argument. 1.O.P. 34.3. 

IE Assisted listening devices and other auxiliary aids and services necessary to accommodate 
communication disabilities can be provided to parties and attorneys for oral argument. Please 
contact the court's Access Coordinator, Chief Deputy Clerk Mark Zanchelli, at (804) 916-2760, 
promptly after scheduling of argument so that appropriate arrangements can be made for 
hearing assistance or other accommodation. 
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Electronic Device Policy 
 

 
1111 Except as authorized below or otherwise expressly authorized by the court, visitors are prohibited from bringing electronic devices into the courthouse or 

annex. 

 
• During court week only, lawyers and their staff in the courthouse and annex may possess, subject to security inspection, electronic devices, such as cell 

phones, smart phones, tablets, Blackberrys, pagers, laptops, notebooks, netbooks, or similar functioning devices. Electronic devices must not be used to 
take Qhotog@Qhs or for audio or video recording. Devices that serve only as cameras or audio or video recorders are prohibited in the courthouse and 

annex absent express authorization by the court. 

 
11 All electronic devices must be turned off in anY. courtroom or judicial chambers unless being used by counsel during oral argument of their case. 

Counsel may, without motion, use an electronic device in silent mode during argument of their case to retrieve documents previously downloaded to 

the device. Counsel may not use an electronic device to aid in the presentation of argument without prior motion and express leave of court. 

 
1111 A wireless Internet access point is available in the Fourth Circuit Library; public Internet or broadband access is not available elsewhere in the courthouse or 

annex. 

 
111 The court may prohibit or further restrict electronic devices in the interests of security, safety, or the integrity of judicial proceedings. 

 
11111 Failure to adhere to this policy may result in removal from the courtroom, courthouse, or annex, or in the imposition of a fine or other sanction. 

01/07/2013 



Calendar for Year 2016 (United States) 
 

 

 

 

January 2016 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2: 

 
 
 
 

Sa 
 

     
 
 
 

9: 16: 23: 31: 

February 2016 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
8: 15: 22: 

March 2016 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Sa 
 
 
 
 

 

1: 8: 15: 23: 31: 

April 2016 
 
 

   
 
 
 

7: 13: 

 
 
 
 

22: 

Sa 
 

   
 
 
 

29: 

May 2016 
 

       
  

 
 

 

6: 13: 21: 29: 

June 2016 
 

   
 
 
 

4: 12: 

 
 
 
 
 

20: 

 
   

 
 
 

 

27: 

July 2016 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4: 

 
 
 
 

Sa 
 

     
 
 
 

11: 19: 26: 

August 2016 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
2: 10: 18: 24: 

September 2016 
 

    
 
 
 

 
   
  

 
 

 

1: 9: 16: 23: 30: 

October 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9: 

 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

16: 22: 30: 

November 2016 
 

     
     

 
 

 

 
7: 14: 21: 29: 

December 2016 
 

    
 
 
 

 
   
  

 
 
 

7: 13: 20: 29: 



Calendar for Year 2017 (United States) 
 

 

 

 

January 2017 
 

       
  

 
 

 

5: 12: 19: 27: 

February 2017 
 

    
     

 
 

 

3: 10: 18: 26: 

March 2017 
 

   
 
 
 

5: 12: 

 
 
 
 
 

20: 

 
   

 
 
 

 

27: 

April 2017 
 

 
       

 
 
 

 

3: 11: 19: 26: 

May 2017 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
2: 10: 18: 25: 

June 2017 
 

    
 
 
 

 
   
  

 
 

 

1: 9: 17: 23: 30: 

July 2017 
 

 
       

 
 
 

 

9: 16: 23: 30: 

August 2017 
 

     
     

 
 

 

 
7: 14: 21: 29: 

September 2017 
 
 

    
 
 
 

Sa 
 

   
 
 
 

6: 13: 20: 27: 

October 2017 
 

       
  

 
 

 

 
5: 12: 19: 27: 

November 2017 
 

    
     

 
 

 

 
4: 10: 18: 26: 

December 2017 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3: 

 
 
 
 

Sa 
 

     
 
 
 

10: 18: 26: 



Calendar for Year 2018 (United States) 
 

 

 

 

January 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8: 

 
 
 
 
 

16: 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

1: 

 
 
 

24: 31: 

February 2018 
 

   
      

 
 

 

7: 15: 23: 

March 2018 
 

  
 
 
 

1: 9: 

 
 
 
 

17: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

24: 31: 

April 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8: 

 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

15: 22: 29: 

May 2018 
 

     
     

 
 

 

7: 15: 21: 29: 

June 2018 
 
 

   
 
 
 

6: 13: 

 
 
 
 

20: 

Sa 
 

   
 
 
 

28: 

July 2018 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

6: 12: 19: 27: 

August 2018 
 

    
     

 
 

 

 
4: 11: 18: 26: 

September 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

2: 9: 16: 24: 

October 2018 
 

  
   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

2: 8: 16: 24: 31: 

November 2018 
 

   
      

 
 

 

 
7: 15: 23: 29: 

December 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7: 

 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

15: 22: 29: 



Calendar for Year 2019 (United States) 
 

 

 

 

January 2019 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Sa 
 
 
 
 

 

5: 14: 21: 27: 

February 2019 
 

  
       

 
 

 

 
4: 12: 19: 26: 

March 2019 
 

  
       

 
 
 

 

6: 14: 20: 28: 

April 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5: 12: 19: 26: 

May 2019 
 

    
     

 
 

 

 
4: 11: 18: 26: 

June 2019 
 

 
       

 
 
 

 

3: 10: 17: 25: 

July 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9: 

 
 
 
 
 

16: 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

2: 

 
 
 

24: 31: 

August 2019 
 

   
      

 
 
 

7: 15: 23: 30: 

September 2019 
 

       
  

 
 

 

5: 14: 21: 28: 

October 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 

13: 

 
 
 
 
 

21: 

  
 
 
 
 

5: 

 
 
 
 

Sa 
 
 
 
 

 

27: 

November 2019 
 

  
       

 
 
 

4: 12: 19: 26: 

December 2019 
 

       
  

 
 

 

4: 12: 18: 26: 



Calendar for Year 2020 (United States) 
 

 

 

 

January 2020 
 

   
 
 
 

2: 10: 

 
 
 
 
 

17: 

 
   

 
 
 

 

24: 

February 2020 
 

 
       

 
 
 

1: 9: 15: 23: 

March 2020 
 

       
  

 
 

 

2: 9: 16: 24: 

April 2020 
 

 
    

 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 

 

1: 7: 14: 22: 30: 

May 2020 
 

  
       

 
 
 

 

7: 14: 22: 29: 

June 2020 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
5: 13: 21: 28: 

July 2020 
 

 
    

 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 

 

5: 12: 20: 27: 

August 2020 
 

 
       

 
 
 

 

3: 11: 18: 25: 

September 2020 
 

     
     

 
 

 

 
2: 10: 17: 23: 

October 2020 
 

  
 
 
 

1: 9: 

 
 
 
 

16: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

23: 31: 

November 2020 
 

       
  

 
 

 

8: 15: 21: 30: 

December 2020 
 

     
     

 
 

 

7: 14: 21: 29: 



Calendar for Year 2021 (United States) 
 

 

 

 

January 2021 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6: 

 
 
 
 

Sa 
 

     
 
 
 

13: 20: 28: 

February 2021 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
4: 11: 19: 27: 

March 2021 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
5: 13: 21: 28: 

April 2021 
 

    
 
 
 

 
   
  

 
 

 

4: 11: 20: 26: 

May 2021 
 

 
       

 
 
 

 

3: 11: 19: 26: 

June 2021 
 

     
     

 
 

 

 
2: 10: 17: 24: 

July 2021 
 

  
 
 
 

1: 9: 

 
 
 
 

17: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

23: 31: 

August 2021 
 

       
  

 
 

 

8: 15: 22: 30: 

September 2021 
 

    
     

 
 

 

6: 13: 20: 28: 

October 2021 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6: 

 
 
 
 

Sa 
 

     
 
 
 

12: 20: 28: 

November 2021 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
4: 11: 19: 27: 

December 2021 
 

    
     

 
 

 

 
4: 10: 18: 26: 



Calendar for Year 2022 (United States) 
 

 

 

 

January 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2: 

     
 
 
 

9: 17: 25: 

February 2022 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Sa 
 
 
 
 

1: 8: 16: 23: 

March 2022 
 

     
     

 
 

 

 
2: 10: 18: 25: 

April 2022 
 
 

  
 
 
 

1: 9: 

 
 
 
 

16: 

 
 
 
 

 

Sa 
 

  
 
 
 

23: 30: 

May 2022 
 

  
  

 
 
 

8: 

 
 
 
 
 

16: 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

22: 30: 

June 2022 
 

    
     

 
 

 

7: 14: 20: 28: 

July 2022 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6: 

 
 
 
 

Sa 
 

     
 
 
 

13: 20: 28: 

August 2022 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5: 11: 19: 27: 

September 2022 
 

   
      

 
 

 

 
3: 10: 17: 25: 

October 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2: 

     
 
 
 

9: 17: 25: 

November 2022 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Sa 
 
 
 
 

1: 8: 16: 23: 30: 

December 2022 
 

   
      

 
 
 

 
7: 16: 23: 29: 



Calendar for Year 2023 (United States) 
 

 

 

 

January 2023 
 

       
  

 
 

 

6: 14: 21: 28: 

February 2023 
 

  
 
 
 

5: 

 
 
 
 

13: 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Sa 
 
 
 
 

20: 27: 

March 2023 
 

    
     

 
 

 

7: 14: 21: 28: 

April 2023 
 

 
       

 
 
 

 

6: 13: 20: 27: 

May 2023 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5: 12: 19: 27: 

June 2023 
 

   
      

 
 

 

 
3: 10: 18: 26: 

July 2023 
 

 
       

 
 
 

 

3: 9: 17: 25: 

August 2023 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Sa 
 
 
 
 

 

1: 8: 16: 24: 30: 

September 2023 
 

  
       

 
 
 

 
6: 14: 22: 29: 

October 2023 
 

       
  

 
 

 

 
6: 14: 21: 28: 

November 2023 
 

 
    

 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 

 

5: 13: 20: 27: 

December 2023 
 

  
       

 
 
 

 

5: 12: 19: 26: 



Calendar for Year 2024 (United States) 
 

 

 

 

January 2024 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
3: 11: 17: 25: 

February 2024 
 

    
 
 
 

 
   
  

 
 

 

2: 9: 16: 24: 

March 2024 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3: 

 
 
 
 

Sa 
 

     
 
 
 

10: 17: 25: 

April 2024 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
1: 8: 15: 23: 

May 2024 
 

 
    

 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 

 

1: 7: 15: 23: 30: 

June 2024 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6: 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

14: 21: 28: 

July 2024 
 

      
   

 
 

 

5: 13: 21: 27: 

August 2024 
 

   
 
 
 

4: 12: 

 
 
 
 

19: 

 
   
  

 
 
 

26: 

September 2024 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2: 

 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

11: 17: 24: 

October 2024 
 

     
     

 
 

 

2: 10: 17: 24: 

November 2024 
 
 

   
 
 
 

1: 9: 

 
 
 
 

15: 

Sa 
 

   
 
 
 

22: 

December 2024 
 

  
  

 
 
 

1: 8: 

 
 
 
 
 

15: 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

22: 30: 



 
Calendar for Year 2025 (United States) 

 

 

 

 

  

January 2025 
 

    3 4 
5 6 7  

 
 

 

 
 

February 2025 
 

    
 
 
 

 
         1 
  

 
 

 

 

March 2025 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
10 

 

Sa 
 

     
 
 
 

  

April 2025 
 

      
   

 
 

 

 
 

May 2025 
 

 
    

 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 

 

June 2025 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

10     
 
 

 

   

July 2025 
 

      
    

 
 

 

August 2025 
 

   
 
 
 

31 

 
 
 
 

 

 
   
7  

 
 
 

 

September 2025 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

 
   

October 2025 
 

     

 
 

 

 

November 2025 
 

   
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Sa 
 

   
 
 
 

 

December 2025 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 



Holiday Schedule 
View the Judicial Branch holiday schedule by year. 
 
 

 

2025 

 

Holiday Observance Date Day of the Week 

New Year’s Day January 1 Wednesday 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day January 20 Monday 

Good Friday April 18 Friday 

Memorial Day May 26 Monday 

Independence Day July 4 Friday 

Labor Day September 1 Monday 

Veterans Day November 11 Tuesday 

Thanksgiving November 27, 28 Thursday, Friday 

Christmas December 24, 25, 26 Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

 
  



 

2026 
 

Holiday Observance Date Day of the Week 

New Year’s Day January 1 Thursday 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day January 19 Monday 

Good Friday April 3 Friday 

Memorial Day May 25 Monday 

Independence Day July 3 Friday 

Labor Day September 7 Monday 

Veterans Day November 11 Wednesday 

Thanksgiving November 26, 27 Thursday, Friday 

Christmas December 24, 25, 28 Thursday, Friday, Monday 

 


	§ 1-15. Statute runs from accrual of action.
	§ 1-51. Five years.
	§ 1-52. Three years.
	§ 1-270. Appeal to appellate division; security on appeal; stay.
	§ 1-271. Who may appeal.
	§ 1-277. Appeal from superior or district court judge.
	§ 1-279.1. Manner and time for giving notice of appeal to appellate division in civil actions and in special proceedings.
	§ 1-569.28. Appeals.
	§ 7A-5. Organization.
	§ 7A-16. Creation and organization.
	§ 7A-25. Original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.
	§ 7A-26. Appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals.
	§ 7A-27. Appeals of right from the courts of the trial divisions.
	§ 7A-30. Appeals of right from certain decisions of the Court of Appeals.
	§ 7A-31. Discretionary review by the Supreme Court.
	§ 7A-37.1. Statewide court-ordered, nonbinding arbitration in certain civil actions.
	§ 7B-1001. Right to appeal.
	§ 15A-1441. Correction of errors by appellate division.
	§ 15A-1442. Grounds for correction of error by appellate division.
	§ 15A-1443. Existence and showing of prejudice.
	§ 15A-1446. Requisites for preserving the right to appellate review.
	§ 15A-1447. Relief available upon appeal.
	§ 15A-1448. Procedures for taking appeal.
	§ 15A-1449. Security for costs not required.
	§ 50-19.1. Maintenance of certain appeals allowed.
	§ 84-4.1. Limited practice of out-of-state attorneys.
	§ 97-86. Award conclusive as to facts; appeal; certified questions of law.
	§ 143-293. Appeals to Court of Appeals.
	§ 143-294. Appeal to Court of Appeals to act as supersedeas.
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